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Gallery Show
50 Shades Of Clay... It's a go!  Just heard from Diane this morning.  Our Guild show at the 
Stationhouse is scheduled for March, 2014.
We won't have much down time after Christmas as the gallery show is preceded by the Empty 
Bowl event in February.
A gallery show is an opportunity to explore new ideas to present or showcase for the 
community.  Lean on your strengths, while stretching to new heights.  The guild has chosen a 
title that should reflect the diverse ways we work with clay.
Glazing
A number of our members are using commercial glazes to apply to their work.  The ones that 
are in liquid form contain a medium that helps keep them smooth when brushing them on.  They 
are quite thick and can be thinned quite a bit, some by as much as a third.  The ones you buy in 
powder form do not have that smooth quality and are better suited to pouring or dipping.  Stick 
to either the liquid ones or those that come as a powder on a project. Otherwise you may have 
issues with flaking.  For information on brushing application go to www.amaco.com
Ideas for Surface Texture.

1.Throw a pot.  Keep the walls thick (5/8"-3/4") thinning the top inch (or more).  
Use your sponge to apply a layer of slurry to the outside wall.  Press popped 
popcorn, (that's right!) into the wall.  Paddle it in.  Now push (stretch) the wall 
out, using only your inside hand.  Most (hopefully all) of the popcorn will fall off 
and you will be left with an irregular texture on your pot.  This technique is well 
suited to making popcorn bowls!  Now clean up the mess.
2.Throw a pot (or make one with thick soft slabs).  Again, leave the walls thick.  
Clean off any slurry with a rib.  Apply a layer of engobe that has been mixed 
50/50 with sodium silicate, leaving an inch above the base.  Wipe up any drips 
now.  Hard later.   Use a sponge to keep your bat wet.  Dry engobe with a heat 
gun.  When just dry (dull) apply a second coat.  As this layer dries, it will start to 
craze.  When this happens, turn off the heat gun and use your inside hand to 
stretch out the pot.  The outer surface will crack and expand leaving a crusty 
skin in whatever colour engobe you have applied.  The reason for keeping your 
bat wet is to protect it from warping from the heat gun.

Fall Sale
It seems like there has been plenty of communication regarding the well organized 
weekend sale.  I wish all vendors success and thanks to all the backup support people.  
Please take  close up photos of your work and send them to me for the website!
November Meeting
The regular monthly meeting is Monday, November 4th at 7:00pm at the Art Centre.
Barb Fraleigh is doing the demo on underglazes with hints to using them successfully.  Wish I 
was there for this.  Caren Pritchard and Cary Burnett are on cleanup duty this month.

http://www.amaco.com


Caren is providing the goodie for the meeting.

Clay wOlympics
On Saturday I attended the annual Clay Olympics at Marjon Pottery Supplies in Phoenix.(listen 
up, Greenbarn!). They choose a theme every year.  This year it was Potters Of The Caribbean.  
Last year is was Clay Wars.  Many come in costumes.  It is essentially an open house where 
there are reps with booths from equipment, clay, & glaze companies, and there are a number of 
competitions, not to mention the free lunch.  I have attended 3 times, but this is the first time I've 
entered a competition.  I went in the Salty Dog event... Over 55 (so annoying that they didn't ask 
for my ID!). We had to throw the biggest pot in 10 minutes with 10 lbs of clay.  I won Silver!  
Came away with a silver pirate and $25 to spend in the store.  Such a lot of fun.
More Than One Show In Town!
Don't forget, Friday is also the opening night for Lesley's show, 'Out Of The Cave' at The 
Stationhouse Gallery.  It will be on through November.
I am unable to copy the invitation directly into the newsletter but will attach it.
Happy Halloween!  Christy R. 


