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We can once again be proud of a huge collective effort to bring together a very 
successful Empty Bowl Event.  The guild has presented the Salvation Army with a 
cheque for $4264.  The bowls were sold out in 35 minutes.  If you get a chance to 
personally thank any of the generous restaurants who donated soup, please do.  I do 
not have detailed information as I wasn't there, but the event and ideas for 'next time' 
will be discussed at the meeting.
Classes
The guild pottery classes have gone really well.  This will be the last week.  It is a lot of 
work to see that all their pots get fired.  Thanks to everyone who has been lending a 
hand.  I'm sure Jen will have a summary at the meeting.
James Hibbert Workshop
Cariboo Potters Guild presents a wheel throwing workshop for all levels.
Instructor: James Hibbert, a Naramata potter known for his stoneware, raku and 
saggarware.
Dates: Saturday April 23rd 2016  from 9am – 2pm.  Sunday April 24th from 9am 
-12noon.
Where: Cariboo Arts Centre in Williams Lake BC.
Cost: $80 for both days.
Watch and interact with James as he takes us from the basics of throwing through to 
assembling large pots.
Friday April 22 there will be a free, and open to the public photo presentation by James. 
Location to be determined.
Billeting available.  For more information call: Buff Carnes at 250 392 6344
Mugging In The Park
Perhaps we should consider a name change for this event.  I, for one, don't want to 
have a GPS tracking chip embedded in my skin!
Cary will provide more information.  It takes place on Stampede parade day.  Now that 
the bowls are done, keep your benevolent spirit and make a few mugs for this charity 
event.  In keeping with this theme, Cary or Bev will do a mug-making demo at the 
meeting.
  Glaze testing.
Where to start.  This has changed radically in the 45 years since I 
started with my first line blend of chemicals that were a complete 
mystery to me.  Now, there is an unlimited supply of available recipes 
both in books and on line, many having accompanying photos so you 
can get an idea of the surface and colour. However, you can't expect 
that making up one of these recipes will give you the exact same 



result as any photo.  There are many variables.  Chemicals vary (every bag of talc I buy is a 
different colour), different clay bodies affect glazes differently, and each kiln and firing varies.  
However, that is why we test.
If you like the surface of a glaze (texture, satiny matte, etc.) but 
not the colour, you can make up what is called the base glaze 
(without the colourants which are listed last in recipes) and add  
different colourants.  For example, I like the mottled surface of a 
glaze called Variagated Blue.  I wanted to see if I could get that 
surface in a different colour.  I made a test leaving out the copper 
& cobalt, but keeping the rutile which has a little effect on the 
colour, but mainly on surface.  Instead of copper & cobalt I added 
5%, then 10% of chartreuse Mason Stain.  Stains are usually 
added at between 5&10%.  I got a soft yellow (chartreuse?) glaze.  
It is not as mottled or variagated as the original, but has 
possibilities.
To start, you will need a gram scale.  An expensive balance beam 
is not necessary.  Scales are available in kitchen departments for 
under $35.  They are adequate if not highly accurate.
The ingredients in most recipes add up to a 100 gram batch.  To 
help with accuracy in measuring tiny (eg1gm) amounts, it is good 
to make 200 gram test batches.  This amount will fit nicely into a 
plastic 16oz. Cup.  16oz cups can be purchased at grocery & Dollar Stores.  If you get the ones 
designed for beer they are a little wider at the base and can accommodate an immersion 
blender, perfect for mixing glazes.  I use one for measuring, and one for mixing.
ALWAYS WEAR A PROTECTIVE MASK FOR THIS.  Measure the ingredients, dump each 
amount into the second cup, gently dry mix, add water, and let ingredients soak into water.  
Beware of adding too much water (another lesson) but add increments until you have a 
whipping cream consistency when mixed.  Blend with your blender, or stir well if you don't have 
one.  Unlike a rolling pin that can serve double duty for clay slabs one day and pastry the next, 
your blender should never return to kitchen duty after mixing glazes.  Once mixed it is best to 
sieve glazes, but if you are starting out, just go ahead and either dip in a test tile or brush some 
on.  Your test should be labelled.  I use a pencil before dipping in case I drip. Then after wiping 

any drips I  go over the label with  iron oxide.  I often make 2 tests of the 
same glaze and place them in different spots in the kiln.
I hope this will encourage some of you to experiment.  Making your own 
glazes is encouraged by the guild as it extends your knowledge of pottery 
and personal ownership of your work.
There are chemicals and a gram scale in the back room of the guild.  
Members are welcome to use test amounts of everything that's there.

*important: your test tiles should have a vertical surface to see if the glaze 
runs, and a flat base to catch it if it does. I use a simple numerical labelling and then after the 
firing write on the test with a
permanent Sharpie telling what it is.
Beware: testing glazes can become an addictive behaviour, or at least a passion.
Best wishes to Anne Moutray for a speedy recovery!
March Meeting:7:00pm.Monday, March 7 at the Art Centre.  
Demo: Bev/Cary, Cleaner: Joan, Goodies: Jen






