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Greetings.  Is winter over?  Not sure I'm ready for +8 Celsius, but at least I won't have to worry 
about the function of the electronics in my kiln.
The 2017 Guild calendar is looking pretty full, with a lot of activities for all members.  You have 
received notification of some upcoming important dates, but I will list them here in hope that you 
are able to participate in many.
This evening the first planning meeting for the Night Of Decadence was held at the guild. 

PLATE-MAKING WORKBEES 
Thursday January 19th, 2:00pm and Saturday January 21st at 10:00am
We got a good start on making plates last week, but still have a very long way to go to meet our 
goal of 100.  We will try some of the slab techniques that Joan demonstrated at the last 
meeting.

BEGINNER/Intermediate CLASSES
The first class is next Tuesday January 24th.  It is always fun to meet new people interested in 
getting muddy.  Buff has things well organized.

MINI-WORKSHOP: Saturday January 28th at 10:00 am.
Make a bowl from a mold and make a mold for a bowl /dish.
This will include working with slabs and the extruder.  Bring your own white clay and a bowl to 
use for a mold.  The bowl can be plastic, glass, etc.  There is a limit of 8 participants so contact 
Jude at: artandjude@gmail.com  If you are interested.  I think there is still room. Fee: $20.

GLAZE-MAKING EVENING: Thursday, February 9th at 6:30pm
We need to mix glazes for the plates and for the classes.  It is an opportunity to help measure 
and mix glazes for those of you who want to learn how.  Special care needs to be taken as a 
mistake can lead to disasters in the kiln.

MINI-WORKSHOP: Saturday February 18th at 10:00am (date in minutes was incorrect)
Decorating & Glazing Techniques.  This will include Engobes, scraffito,
dipping, pouring, brushing & trailing, wax resist, alcohol & mocha diffusion.  Some decorating 
techniques will be done on tiles or freshly made slab dishes. You will need bisque ware for 
others.  Details available in February.  Limit of 8 participants.  Contact Christy at: 
christyjrich@gmail.com  Fee: $20
All mini-workshops for the year are listed in the website.  cariboopotters.ca

Recycling clay in winter: pour off excess water, dump onto old tea towel, wrap in towel, place 
on folded bath towel to absorb moisture, form into pillars. It may take a few days.
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The following cautionary tale was sent to me by a friend in Victoria.  A worthwhile read!

Cheers, Christy 

A Cautionary Tale – Why Kilns Should Always be Monitored When Firing 
 
This is a tale about why kilns should be carefully monitored even if you think you have all the failsafe 
safety mechanisms in place.  My kiln is rated for 48 
amps and requires a 60 amp circuit.  My kiln was 
installed by a certified electrician.  The outlet for the 
kiln was specially installed for the purpose and wired 
to a 60 amp circuit in our new electric panel.  
However, unbeknownst to me, the electrician installed 
a 50 amp wall receptacle, likely to save me money 
and because they were more easily available than a 
60 amp wall receptacle.  He obviously thought that the 
2 amp difference (48 for kiln, 50 for receptacle) was 
sufficient.  It wasn’t and it almost burnt down my 
house.  A few days before Christmas, I was firing a 22 
hour glaze firing, including a hold for several hours to 
ensure the glazes were well dried, the glaze firing and 
cooling ramps.  I started the firing in the late afternoon 
so that it would fire through the candling phase during 
the night and I would be awake to monitor it through 
the crucial high end of the firing phase and the cooling 
ramps during the day.  The kiln safety backups I have in place include a timer, a cone sitter, a computer 
program with the established ramps and the circuit breaker at the electric panel.  When my husband and I 
woke that morning, we both noticed and started to search for the source of an electrical burning smell.  
We discovered that smoke was pouring from the electrical receptacle for the kiln plug.  Despite this 
almost catastrophic breakdown of the receptacle and plug connection, the computer program running the 
kiln was merrily displaying the temperature and running the elements to continue the prescribed ramp.  I 
immediately aborted the firing on the computer and my 
husband flipped the circuit breaker at the electrical panel 
for certainty.  We learned that outlet receptacles or plugs 
and circuits should have a 20% higher rating than the 
appliance’s requirement.  That means an electrical 
appliance requiring 48 amps of power needs a 60 amp 
circuit and a receptacle and plug rated for 60 amps. The 
electrician who did the trouble shooting confirmed with the 
wholesaler that the outlet receptacle installed for my kiln 
was underpowered and was likely running ‘hot’ for some 
time, probably from the start.  We likely caught the problem 
in the nick of time and just before actual flames erupted in 
the receptacle.  Although difficult to see the details in the 
pictures, one of the three female ends of the receptacle 
was completely burnt out with the other two mostly 
destroyed.  My electrician tells me that I can always check 
my kiln plug to ensure it is operating correctly by simply 
putting my hand on the outside insulated portion of the 
plug while the kiln is operating to ensure there is no heat 
buildup in the plug.  An underpowered receptacle is only 
one of the reasons a plug may run hot and eventually 
cause a fire.  Other reasons include vibrations or water 
corrosion which loosens the connection which will 
cause the heat to build up.  None of these failures will 
cause the electrical circuit to break before a fire erupts.  
In short – find out all you can about how electricity works and monitor your kilns when they are firing. 

Back of 50 amp Electric Receptacle Showing Extreme 
Heat Damage due to Underpower for Kiln rated for 48 

amp Service 

 

Plug Showing Heat Damage to Prongs 




