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TALK ABOUT STRESS!  Now That's pressure!

The story behind this: the glaze on the inside was too thick and a little 
pitted when fired.  I applied a thin coat of a fluxing glaze onto the inside 
and refired it, hoping to seal the pinholes.  Voila!

Night Of Decadence
A reminder: please get your Bios plus 3 pictures and a head shot to Jude asap. Please also 
keep her informed regarding plates you have made.  There is an organizational meeting at the 
guild tomorrow evening at 6:00pm.  Many hands make light work. Please come to see how you 
can help.
Don't forget, the NOD includes an evening of delicious food, wonderful music, wine, a silent 
auction and a show & sale of members' work.  Even if you have nothing you want to sell we'd 
really like all members to try to submit a piece that they've made so we have samples and 
examples of work from our entire group.  It's a very successful sale if you have anything special 
to submit for sale... And the more Bios the better!! 

Cracked Rims
We have had a number of plates develop cracked rims, most while drying and a few in the 
bisque.  These plates are all made from thin slabs, 1/4" or thinner.  That is pretty thin.  Often 
they were made at the guild and their drying not closely monitored.  Greater success can be 
achieved by working a little thicker: 5/16" or 3/8".  In the process of pressing the rim onto a 
mould, it is likely being thinned.  Better a slightly heavier plate without a crack.  Also, please try 
to monitor the drying of your own work..avoid letting the rim dry ahead of the bottom by 
protecting it with plastic.

Wind Chimes 
The Community Arts Council would like to bring music to the streets of our city this summer by 
way of wind chimes in the trees along Oliver Street.  They have asked if the potters would be on 
board to make the chimes.  We voted at the February meeting to support this plan.  Many of you 
have put an enormous effort into the NOD event..don't worry.  You can enjoy a well deserved 
break when that is over.  We will have workbees in May to make chimes.

Mini Workshops
Last weekend we had a fun workshop exploring decorating techniques including work with 
engobes, mocha & alcohol diffusion, and  an opportunity try scraffito, trailing, sponging, screen 
printing, etc.  7 members participated.
 March Mini Workshop - Sunday March 12th at 2:00pm (that's daylight saving time)
Cary will be teaching sculpture techniques.  Participants will create something to be fired at the 
raku meeting in April.  The project will be a wall piece. Bring Sculpture or WSO clay. (Let Cary 



know if you need some.)  Roll a slab ready to work (and extra of same clay to add). The project 
will be a wall piece. Contact Cary to register.  caryboo1@gmail.com

5 Ways to Prevent Explosions in Your Kiln (from Pinterest)

1. Air dry pieces for as long as possible. I know, depending on where you live, this is easier said 
than done. If you’re in an arid climate like Sante Fe, New Mexico, you probably don’t have a big 
problem with drying your pieces. But if you’re in a humid climate like Houston, Texas, it takes a 
while for greenware to dry out.

So how can you know if your piece still has too much moisture inside? Here’s two quick tests:

Put the greenware up to your cheek. Is it colder than room temperature? It still has too much 
moisture in it. Let it dry for longer.
Place the greenware on a sheet of paper. Does the paper wrinkle? If so, there is still moisture 
trying to escape the piece. Keep on letting it dry.
 

2. Create a hole for steam to escape in hollow forms.When you build hollow forms, you need a 
hole for steam to escape. Otherwise a hollow piece without a hole can become a grenade in the 
kiln. While the clay is still leather hard, use a needle tool to make a small inconspicuous hole 
somewhere on the piece. If you forget and the piece is already bone-dry, just use a drill bit. 
Make sure the hole is large enough, so that when the clay naturally shrinks from moisture loss, 
the hole still remains big enough for steam to escape.

3. Don’t build thicker than 1 inch. Alright, I know this rule is breakable. It’s possible to fire a 
whole 25 pound bag of clay without explosions. But it takes some patience and a very long kiln 
firing time. But for most projects, less than 1 inch of clay thickness is a good rule of thumb. It 
lowers the risk of having pockets of air and moisture deep within the piece. Your pieces will dry 
faster and be less heavy after firing.



4. Fire using a long preheat. If you have a programmable electric kiln, use your preheat function. 
Most electric kilns can hold temperature at 180°-200°F for a programmable amount of time to 
allow moisture to evaporate from the greenware before the kiln heats up past 212°F. Consult 
your kiln’s manual for more details on how to program the pre-heat.

5. Fire slow. This works for both older cone firing kilns and newer programmable electronic kilns. 
When in doubt about the dryness of the piece, fire slow. On newer electronic kilns – consult your 
manual for the slowest programmable speed. For example, on a SKUTT kiln, this would be the 
“slow” button when using cone fire mode. On older kilns that use a cone to fire and a switch to 
control time, start with the kiln on low for 4 hours, medium for 3 and then switch to high until the 
cone melts.

 
Looking for fun handbuilding projects to try?  Google lakesidepottery.com
There is a host of ideas and information at their site.

Cheers, Christy


