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The holiday season is here.  Time to slow down and relax... right?
The guild sale was a huge success, followed by the Medieval Market, one of our town’s biggest 
social events of the year.  Many of us have pots at the Station House, waiting to be gifted to 
someone special.  Some have pots at the Stillwater Gallery at 150 Mile.  Sadly that gallery will 
be closing at the end of the year.  Georgia has put her heart into the gallery, but challenges of 
timing (ongoing construction on Hwy 97) and location have made it difficult to be financially 
viable.
Thank you Lesley & Colleen for all the work you did for the Fall Sale.  I know there was a team 
behind you, but there are a lot of bases to cover.  Jude & Karen can attest to that.
Thank you also to the group that set up and operated the guild booth at the Medieval.  I am 
probably more grateful (humble) as I left pots and was not there to help.
CCACS Grant: WHOOPPEE!  Our application was accepted.  We will receive a grant of $500 
toward the purchase of a new slab roller.
Raku: over the years I have not done much raku, but recently I participated in a raku firing and 
learned a lot.  The reduction cans had a shard of kiln shelf placed in the bottom and a single 
sheet of newspaper,  the cans were then lined with 6 sheets of newspaper , folded backward so 
it stood and didn’t sag onto the pots.  This made the pots easier to clean off later.  When pots 
were placed in the cans, the bottom paper ignited, causing the rest to also burn.  After a few 
seconds, lids were placed on the cans to cut off the oxygen supply.  Pots were left in the cans 
for 10+ minutes.  When removed, they were not placed in water. We did a separate firing for 
pots with clear crackle glaze as it melts faster than the others.  When they were pulled from the 
kiln they were sprayed with water to create bolder crackle designs before being placed in the 
reduction chambers (cans).  
I had a couple of pots that came out looking a little dull and lifeless.  I held a propane torch to 
them and they came to life.  First time I’d done this.  I’m looking forward to the guild raku party 
at Cary’s in May.



Lesley shared this article was written by Tony Hansen. Beware!

I have no idea how to remove the box around this article.  In an effort to do so I deleted and had 
to reconstruct the entire first page of this newsletter.  I will not monkey with it any more!

Classes:  guild pottery classes are full and they are set to start on January 22.

Empty Bowls:  this project is a go-ahead, so if you haven’t 
started making bowls, please do.
We will be forging ahead with this in the New Year as the 
event is set for February 14th.  We all know how long it takes 
to make, fire, & Glaze.  Not too soon to get producing.  I 
came across this photo of a lovely coil pot.  This project is not 
just for wheel people.  The only thing I would change is the 
coiled base.  Slab bases are less likely to crack.

Keep it Clean!  Remember, a lot of people share the guild 
studio workspace.  Be sure to clean up after yourself.  That 
includes wiping tables, cleaning wheels, and putting away all tools & 
clay.

Next Meeting: January 7th, 7:00pm at the guild.
Program: Christy 😬 TBA
Goodies: Buff
January cleaners: Diana & Colleen

Merry Christmas everyone!  Christy

This mug is made from the strongest porcelain I have, it is so 
vitreous that the bare fired surface does not even coffee-
stain. So I glazed it only on the inside. That created a time-
bomb waiting for hot coffee! Three others did exactly the 
same. Four other mugs glazed on the outside were fine. 
Why? Glaze compression (the inside glaze is pushing 
outward) is important to avoid crazing. But, when suddenly 
heated it pushes harder. Outside surface imperfections, even 
microscopic in size, provide crack-initiation-points to relieve 
the stress (the solution is an inside glaze with carefully tuned 
thermal expansion or an outside glaze to counter the forces 
and fill in all the imperfections).


